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Abstract 



PURPOSE:To detect the accurate rest of a developer by arranging a light- transmissive transparent 
member where an agitating and conveying means for a developer container is brought into slide 
contact. 

CONSTITUTION:Rest inspection windows 71 and 72 which consists of transparent members are 
embedded in the flank and bottom surface of a toner container 3a at an equal distance from the center 
of rotation of an agitation rod 3e. Then when the agitation rod 3e rotates in the toner container 3c, an 
agitation sheet member 3f is rubbed against the surfaces of the rest inspection windows 71 and 71 at 
each time to sweep toner. When toner (t) in the toner container 3c is sent into a developing device 3b 
through a communication hole 3d by the rotation of the agitation rod 3e and consumed during the 
formation of an image, the amount of the toner (t) in the toner container 3c decreases gradually, but 
when light emitted by a light emission part 74 reaches a light reception part 73 through the rest 
inspection windows 71 and 72, the light reception part 73 is irradiated with the light and generates a 
voltage. Consequently, the rest of the toner (t) in the toner container 3c is accurately known. 
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